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Primary Topic:  Eliminate the expected lasting economic impacts of COVID-19, 

particularly to countries with a high number of cases. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE ECOSOC  

The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the six principal 

organs of the United Nations, responsible for coordinating the economic and social fields of the 

organization. ECOSOC serves as the central forum for discussing international economic and 

social issues and formulating policy recommendations addressed to member states and the 

United Nations system. The Economic and Social Council is at the heart of the United Nations 

system to advance the three dimensions of sustainable development – economic, social and 

environmental. It is the central platform for fostering debate and innovative thinking, forging 

consensus on ways forward, and coordinating efforts to achieve internationally agreed goals.  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PRIMARY TOPIC 

The primary topic of the United Nations Economic and Social Council is: 

Eliminate the expected lasting economic impacts of COVID-19, particularly to countries 

with a high number of cases. 

Over the course of 2020, the coronavirus disease, or COVID-19, has taken hundreds of 

thousands of lives, infected millions of people, upended the global economy and cast a dark 

shadow across our future. No country has been spared. No population group remains unscathed. 

Nobody is immune to its impacts. From the outset of the pandemic, the United Nations system 

mobilized early and comprehensively. It led on the global health response, provided life-saving 

humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable, established instruments for rapid responses to the 

socio-economic impact and laid out a broad policy agenda for action on all fronts. It also 

provided logistics, common services and operational support to governments and other partners 

around the world on the front lines of the pandemic, as they mounted national responses to this 

new virus and unprecedented global challenge. 
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Now, six months since the pandemic was declared, we issue this updated, comprehensive 

overview of the UN system response. The overview recounts our key guidance, lessons and 

support in the first six months of the pandemic – and points the way to the crucial steps that must 

follow to save lives, protect societies and recover better, leaving no one behind and addressing 

the very fragilities and gaps that made us so vulnerable in the first place. It also points the way 

toward addressing future shocks – above all from climate change – and toward overcoming the 

severe and systemic inequalities that have been so tragically exposed and exacerbated by the 

pandemic. It became clear early on that the pandemic was more than a health crisis; it is a 

socio-economic crisis, a humanitarian crisis, a security crisis, and a human rights crisis. It has 

affected us as individuals, as families, communities and societies. It has had an impact on every 

generation, including on those not yet born. 

The crisis has highlighted fragilities within and among nations, as well as in our systems 

for mounting a coordinated global response to shared threats. Our response will therefore also 

need to engender a deep reflection on the very structures of societies, both nationally and 

internationally, and the ways in which countries cooperate for the common  

  

 

 

 

PAST ACTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS  

United Nations Comprehensive Response to COVID-19: Saving Lives, Protecting Societies, 

Recovering Better   June 2020 

 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the United Nations has pursued a strategy based on 

the following three pillars: 

1. A large-scale, coordinated and comprehensive health response, guided by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and the Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan. As part 

of this response, the United Nations is supporting efforts to accelerate work towards a 

COVID-19 vaccine, diagnostics and treatment that are affordable and available to 
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everyone, everywhere. The UN is also establishing international coordination and 

operational support at global, regional and country level, and supporting the scaling up of 

country preparedness and response operations.  

2. A wide-ranging effort to address the devastating socioeconomic, humanitarian and 

human rights aspects of the crisis, with a focus on saving lives, keeping vital services 

accessible, households afloat, businesses solvent, supply chains functioning, institutions 

strong, public services delivering and human rights at the forefront. This includes the 

immediate humanitarian response to support the most vulnerable people in the most 

vulnerable countries with life-saving assistance through a Global Humanitarian Response 

Plan. It also includes the call for a stimulus package amounting to at least 10 per cent of 

global Gross Domestic Product, as well as massive support to developing countries, 

including a debt standstill, debt restructuring and greater support through the international 

financial institutions. Preventing and responding to the increased levels of violence 

against women and girls is also critical.  

3. A recovery process that builds back better. Emerging from this crisis is an opportunity to 

address the climate crisis, inequalities, exclusion, gaps in social protection systems and 

the many other fragilities and injustices that have been exposed. Instead of going back to 

unsustainable systems and approaches, we need to transition to renewable energy, 

sustainable food systems, gender equality, stronger social safety nets, universal health 

coverage and an international system that can deliver consistently and universally – with 

the Sustainable Development Agenda as our guide. 

 

 

 

United Nations Comprehensive Response to COVID-19  

 

The UN Secretary-General has launched the UN Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 

to save lives, protect societies, recover better. It provides an update to the first edition of the 

report released on 25 June. 

3 

https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf


CMMUN March 2020 ECOSOC: Chair Report - Primary Topic 

 
The Secretary-General launched the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund to support 

rapid social and economic recovery in middle and lower-income countries. It is designed to 

complement on-going efforts by the UN development system to repurpose a significant 

proportion of its $17.8 billion portfolio of sustainable development programmes towards 

COVID-19 needs, with additional investments in socio-economic responses. Mobilizing 

Resources and Partners to support Countries 

The Fund is designed to enable rapid action across the five pillars of the UN framework 

for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19 coordinated by DCO and UNDP, and 

to generate practical solutions that can inform larger flows from other actors. The financial 

requirements of the Fund are projected at $1 billion in the first nine months and will be 

subsequently reviewed.  

 

 

BACKGROUND OVERVIEW 

The COVID-19 pandemic has turned the world of work upside down. It is having a 

dramatic effect on the jobs, livelihoods and well-being of workers and their families and on 

enterprises across the globe, particularly the small and medium sized. While certain sectors and 

industries have successfully moved online, pointing the way towards exciting innovations in the 

world of work, millions of workers have lost their livelihoods and many more – especially 

women who are concentrated in highly exposed sectors – remain at risk. As with so many 

aspects of this pandemic, the impacts are falling disproportionately on those who were already in 

precarious circumstances and who can least absorb the additional blow.  

The irony that the current crisis is resulting in lower emissions and cleaner air is not lost 

on anyone – not least because deforestation, pollution, biodiversity loss are all contributory 

factors to the spread of the virus. Governments should not respond to the COVID-19 crisis by 

making policy and investment decisions that exacerbate existing crises such as air pollution and 

the climate emergency. 
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State Of Current Affairs 

 

 
Map showing total confirmed cases and deaths per 1 million population by country*. (Source: UNWHO) 

*some border showed does not represent the border UN recognized 
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QARMAs (Questions A Resolution Must Answer) 

1. What kind of corporations or alliances are needed or made stronger so that government 

authorities can cooperate with the respective UN bodies to tackle the issue of domestic 

and international pandemic? 

2. Since third world countries are more vulnerable to the pandemic, what form of assistance 

or funds will be allocated in order for countries to combat the virus domestically?  

3. What new legislation or organizations can be introduced by this resolution in order to 

solve the issues that resolutions in the past have been ineffectual to do?  

4. The resolution should be coordinated globally across all sectors to the benefit of our 

human family.  

5. Does the resolution cover all aspects of rights, laws and constitutions laid out by the 

United Nations and other organizations affiliated with the UN?  

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Important vocabulary that will be frequently used during the debate.  

 

Coronavirus: A group of viruses common in humans and animals. Some coronaviruses produce 

the common cold; SARS and MERS are also both coronaviruses. COVID-19 is a new type of 

coronavirus. 

Asymptomatic: Someone who has an infection without ever showing symptoms.  

Presymptomatic: Someone who has been infected with a virus but isn't yet showing symptoms.  

Community spread: When a contagious illness spreads throughout a community of people who 

haven't traveled to a place where the virus began, or who haven't knowingly been in contact with 

anyone who has had the virus.  

Incubation period: The time it takes between catching a virus and feeling sick from it.  

Ventilator: A machine that pushes air into a person's lungs to help them breathe.  

Novel strain: A new type of virus.  

Pathogen: Any microorganism (including bacteria and viruses) that causes infection.  

Patient zero: The first person to contract a virus in a new area.  
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PPE: An acronym for personal protective equipment. It describes the special masks, clothing and 

gloves worn by care providers to shield them from contagious illnesses.  

Social distancing: The act of increasing physical space between people to decrease the spread of 

an illness. (In the case of COVID-19, social distancing of at least six feet is recommended.)  

Self-isolation: Separating oneself from others because you are sick.  

Self-quarantine: Separating oneself from others because you have been exposed to a sick person.  

Shelter-in-place: Used as a safety measure after an emergency, this is an order from the 

government for citizens to stay at home, leaving only to get necessities like food and medicine.  

Super spreader: A person who transmits a virus to many more people than average.  

Underlying conditions: Chronic health conditions not caused by a current virus. (For example, 

diabetes, heart and kidney diseases, and obesity are all underlying conditions.)  

Flatten the curve: Slowing the rate of infection among people so hospitals can treat fewer people 

over time.  

Antibody: Specific proteins in the blood used by the immune system to attack viruses and 

diseases in order to heal the body.  

Outbreak: When many people in a localized area suddenly become ill.  

Epidemic: Widespread illness in one region or community. 

Pandemic: Widespread illness around the world. 

Surgical mask: A disposable face mask worn by health professionals to prevent saliva or mucus 

from coming out or going in.  

N95 respirator: A special protective mask that filters out tiny particles and pathogens to protect 

the wearer from contracting a disease.  

Herd immunity: When a contagious virus or disease becomes largely inactive because a 

population of people have become immune, usually thanks to a vaccine. Hopefully, this is what 

will happen with COVID-19 after a vaccine is approved and ready for widespread use. 

 

 

Works Cited 
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