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Committee Introduction: 
 

The United Nations Security Council, is one of the main organs of the United Nations 
alongside the United Nations General Assembly, Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), 
UN Secretariat, International Court of Justice (ICJ), and the Trusteeship Council. Referring to 
Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations, the purposes of the United Nations are:  
 
1. To maintain the international peace and security;  
2. To develop friendly relations among nations;  
3. To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems;  
4. and, to be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations. 
 

Under Chapter V of the United Nations Charter, the United Nations Security Council 
is responsible for ensuring peace and security among Member States of the United Nations. 
With 15 Member States, the council has five permanent members and ten non-permanent 
members. The People’s Republic of China, the French Republic, the Russian Federation, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America are 
the permanent five members of the United Nations Security Council by their virtue of 
securing victory in the Second World War. In comparison, the ten non-permanent members 
of the Security Council are elected by the General Assembly for a term of two years each 
based on their geographical location. As such, a non-permanent member state whose term is 
ending cannot immediately enter for a re-election bid to the committee. 
 

With international peace and security being the main focus of the Council, the 
Security Council has specific functions and powers to fulfill in coherence to the United 
Nations Charter. As such, the Security Council’s main function is to determine how severe 
security threats are in the field of international security through allowing parties to a dispute 
to lobby their case to the Security Council should mediation and negotiation fail. Thus, the 
Security Council has the right to investigate areas and situations of conflict to determine the 
severity of the threat by conducting fact-finding missions in the areas of dispute. When a 
threat is proven to be true and requiring the Security Council’s attention, the Security Council 
may propose methods to resolve conflicts following the Pacific Settlement of Disputes. 
Should the proposed ideas fail and conflict still persists, the Security Council can apply 
sanctions to the Member States involved in the threat presented, especially when the Member 
State involved is acting upon acts of aggression to other Member States. Should these 
methods still not stop acts of aggression, the Security Council can authorize military force 
against a certain Member State for threatening international peace and security and for 
violating the values of the United Nations. Additionally, the Security Council is responsible 
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for ensuring proper deployment of UN peacekeepers in UN missions to stabilize states with 
massive internal conflict only after military action has been authorized by the United Nations.  
  

Furthermore, the United Nations Security Council could also assist in the matters of 
reconciliation after the conflict itself. The United Nations Security Council can designate 
several issues that are more specific to UN subsidiary bodies such as the Department of 
Political and Peacebuilding Affairs. Adding to that, the United Nations Security Council may 
also perform duties not directly related to international security, such as recommending new 
Member States, individuals who can be the next Secretary-General and judges who can serve 
the International Court of Justice. As such, the Security Council works with different organs 
of the United Nations to build upon the values the United Nations seeks to uphold in the 
international discourse. 
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Main Topic: “The question of the Yemeni crisis between the Houthi Rebels 

and the established Government.”  
 
 
Introduction:  

The Yemeni Civil War is an ongoing conflict that began in 2015 between two 
factions: the Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi led Yemeni government and the Houthi armed 
movement, along with their supporters and allies. Both claim to constitute the official 
government of Yemen.  

The contention has its underlying foundations in the disappointment of a political 
progress expected to carry dependability to Yemen following the Arab Spring uprising that 
constrained its long-lasting tyrant president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, to hand over capacity to his 
appointee, Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi, in 2011 

As president, Mr Hadi struggled to manage an assortment of issues, including assaults 
by jihadists, a dissenter development in the south, the proceeding with dependability of 
security faculty to Saleh, just as debasement, joblessness and nourishment weakness. The 
Houthi development (referred to officially as Ansar Allah), which champions Yemen's Zaidi 
Shia Muslim minority and battled a progression of uprisings against Saleh during the earlier 
decade, exploited the new president's shortcoming by assuming responsibility for their 
northern heartland of Saada territory and 
neighboring territories. Disappointed with the 
progress, numerous customary Yemenis - 
including Sunnis - supported the Houthis, and in 
late 2014 and early 2015 the rebels gradually took 
over the capital Sanaa. The Houthis attempted to 
take control of the entire country, forcing Mr 
Hadi to flee abroad in March 2015. 

Alarmed by the rise of a group they 
believed to be backed militarily by Iran, which is 
a Shia state, Saudi Arabia and eight other mostly 
Sunni Arab states began an air campaign aimed at 
defeating the Houthis, ending Iranian influence in 
Yemen and restoring Mr Hadi's government. The 
coalition received logistical and intelligence 
support from the US, UK and France. 
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Having killed and injured thousands of people, the Yemeni Armed Conflict continues 
to intensify; since March 2015, there have been numerous war crimes and human rights 
abuses. The Civil War has caused a cholera outbreak and wide-spread famine in the region 
constituting the one of the world's worst humanitarian crises. The conditions in Yemen have 
deteriorated over the course of the conflict with numerous human rights abuses and war 
crimes committed by both the Houthi rebels and the Hadi regime. Although the United 
Nations (UN) suggested that there are at least 7,025 civilians killed and 11,140 injured since 
March 2015, the US-based Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project believes the death 
toll to be much higher, with more than 67,650 civilians and combatants killed since January 
2016.  

As the conflict continues to be the world’s worst humanitarian catastrophe, both the 
coalition and the Houthi forces continue to conduct airstrikes on markets, hospitals, 
residential areas, funerals, weddings, and schools violating the International Humanitarian 
Law. Moreover, the United States, United Kingdom, France and other major parties maintain 
their sale of banned weapons to the Saudi-led coalition and Houthi rebels. While the 
Saudi-led coalition is known for using cluster munitions, the Houthi forces use antipersonnel 
landmines, fire artillery indiscriminately, and recruit children as soldiers. These war crimes 
have exacerbated the situation in Yemen and as Kamel Jendoubi, a human rights activist, 
pointed out “there is little evidence of any attempt by parties to the conflict to minimize 
civilian casualties.” Moreover, the coalition has failed to comply with its own “no-strike list” 
of more than 30,000 sites in Yemen. Overall, many war crimes committed in the Yemenis 
Civil War should be prohibited and examined. Similarly, many human rights abuses should 
be abolished right away. 

 

Background History: 

Pre-unification:  

While Yemen has been a defined territory since before Islam, the country has rarely 
been ruled under a single government. After the Ottoman Empire collapsed in November 
1918, North Yemen was ruled by Shia imam, a muslism leadership position, and established 
a republic in 1962. The south, on the other hand, became a British colony in 1937 and it was 
not until 1967 that British colonial rule ended and the People’s Republic of South Yemen was 
formed. For much of its history, a deep divide exists within Yemen, splitting the country into 
the north, Yemen Arab Republic (YAR), and the south, the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen (PDRY). The YAR established an Islamic republic allied with Egypt and the United 
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Arab Emirates, whereas, the PDRY constituted a socialist state allied with the Soviet Union. 
While the political divide in Yemen had fueled the conflict, the religious difference sparked 
the conflict; with the YAR consisting of a majority of Zaidi Shia and the PDRY consisting a 
majority of Sunni Muslims. (European Council on Foreign Relations, 2015) As a member of 
the Zaidi, a Shia minority in Yemen, Hussein Badreddin al-Houthi founded the Houthi 
movement in the 1990s. The Zaidis were once a powerful group in north Yemen; however, 
during the 1962-70 civil war, they were sidelined then further estranged in the 1980s due to 
the Salafist Sunni ideals that influenced and became dominant across the border in Saudi 
Arabia, which then spread to Yemen. As a result, the Zaidi clerics initiated militarising of 
followers to defend their power in the north. Moreover, the intermittent insurgency is 
supported by the Shia population who were dissatisfied with the corrupt and cruel 
authoritarian Saudi allied president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, especially during the aftermath of 
9/11 and the US invasion in Iraq.  

Post-unification: 

During the unification process, there were two factors that led it to be unsuccessful: 
natural resources and the democratization of the Soviet Union. As the discovery of oil and 
natural gas was located roughly in the same geographic regions, both parties decided that it is 
inappropriate to fight for such crucial resources; therefore, by taking a step back, both parties 
compromised and negotiated the unification deal. The second factor was due to the 
democratization of the Soviet Union which caused Gorbachev, the President of the Soviet 
Union, to abandon the Democratic People's Republic of Yemen (DPRY). As the south had 
been depending on the Soviets for financial resources and personnel aid, unification became 
their best option. As Saleh became the first president of Yemen after the unification, he held 
power for more than three decades in spite of the underdeveloped economy. The Houthis 
initiated rebellions in 2004 against the Saleh regime condemning it as pro-American and 
pro-Israeli. The entrenched systematic discrimination against the South caused an outbreak of 
protests within the country.  

Civil War: 

The war in Yemen, started by uprisings and demonstrations against the government, 
had evolved into a proxy war that has major parties backing different sides. Having the Saudi 
back the Hadi government, Iran counters by backing the Houthi rebels. The Saudi and Iran 
have been rivals fighting over power and hegemony within the middle east. The US and 
Russia both have interests in the war as well since both countries are rivals. They wish to gain 
influence and dominance within the middle east for the natural resources and to counter 
extremism. With that being said, as the US is an ally of Saudi Arabia, they back the Saudis by 
selling weapons and refueling their aircraft which allows them to attack the Houthis. On the 

 5 



 
other hand, Russia backs Iran by supporting the Houthi Rebels. Parties are opposing each 
other by supporting different sides, fueling the war and preventing the facilitation of the 
peace process. 

 

Key Terms: 

Cabinet of Yemen — The Cabinet of Yemen refers to the governing body of the 
internationally recognized Yemen government led by President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Al-Hadi 
who replaced former President of Yemen Ali Abdullah Saleh on February 25, 2012 as the 
new President of Yemen. He then selected new cabinet members of the Yemeni Government. 
Despite being internationally recognized as the true government of Yemen, the Hadi 
government is widely considered to be a puppet regime of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Saudi-led Coalition — The Saudi-led intervention in Yemen, also called the Arab coalition, 
is an intervention launched by Saudi Arabia in 2015, supported by the US, UK and France, 
leading a coalition of nine countries from West Asia and Africa, in response to calls from the 
internationally recognized pro-Saudi president of Yemen Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi for 
military support after he was ousted by the Houthi movement due to economic and political 
grievances, and fled to Saudi Arabia. 

International Humanitarian Law — The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
defines International Humanitarian Law (IHL) as “a set of rules which seek, for humanitarian 
reasons, to limit the effects of armed conflict.” (ICRC, 2004). The ILH amount to a major 
part of the Four Geneva Convention of 1949; the idea is rooted in ancient civilization where 
warfare has always been restricted by certain customs 

Humanitarian Assistance — Humanitarian assistance is the material or logistical support 
organized to alleviate human suffering, protecting human rights in response to man-made 
crisis or natural disasters. Humanitarian assistance can be provided through various ways 
ranging from the introduction of military forces to providing basic supplies. 

Proxy War — A proxy war is an indirect conflict between two states or non-state actors, 
which is fought on third party soil that is disguised as an internal conflict or civil war. In the 
Yemeni Civil War, Saudi Arabia is fighting a proxy war with Iran to expand regional 
dominance in the Middle East., As the governments participate in the Yemenis civil war, they 
send supplies, funding, or direct military support to the parties they support 
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War Crimes — War crimes are serious violations of international laws or customs during 
international armed conflicts. The concept of war crimes emerged in the late 19th century and 
around the beginning of the 20th century when the International humanitarian law was 
codified in the Geneva Conventions. War crimes are also defined in the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court Article 8, including a list of violations that constitutes as a war 
crimes. Since war crimes are a violation of the International Humanitarian Law, as a result, in 
contrast to crimes against humanity, these crimes have to occur in the context of an armed 
conflict. 
 
Internally Displaced Persons(IDPs) — The Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement 
refers an IDP as any “"persons or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee 
or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order 
to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human 
rights or natural or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally 
recognized border." In contrast to a refugee, who crossed borders and gained legal status, an 
IDP is a descriptive term that does not grant any special status to a person, in fact, they do not 
have special or any guaranteed rights. 
 
 
Timeline of Events: 
 
1990—Saleh elected as president.  
 
April 2004—hundreds of people died battling the Shia insurgency group led by Houthi.  
 
September 2008—Al Qaeda’s attack on the US embassy killed many people.  
 
September 2011—Anwar al-Awlaki, a US-born Al Qaeda leader was executed by US forces.  
 
November 2011—A unity government formed as Saleh stepped down and agreed to entrust 
his powers to Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi.  
 
March 2015—The Islamic State launches its major terror attacks in Yemen of two suicide 
bombings.  
 
June 2017—Medical agencies announced the outbreak of cholera killing 2,100 and affecting 
almost 900,000 others.  
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December 2017—The fighting in Sanaa, the capital, had killed Saleh, the former president 
during a grenade and gun attack.  
 
November 2018—The US calls for a cease-fire, after months of fighting around the key 
Houthiheld port of Hudaydah and a mounting humanitarian crisis.  
 
September 2019—Saudi Arabia agreed to a cease-fire in several areas of Yemen, including 
the capital of Sana’a which is controlled by Iranian-backed Houthi rebels.  
 
January 2020—A sudden escalation in hostilities between the Houthis and coalition-led 
forces, with fighting on several front lines, missile strikes and air raids. 
 
 
Humanitarian Situations: 
 

The four years of fighting and conflict in Yemen has created the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. As the poorest nation in the world since even before the war, Yemen 
currently faces an epidemic outbreak and famine, with half of its population relying on 
humanitarian aid to survive. The armed conflict in Yemen has killed and injured thousands of 
Yemeni civilians since it began. As of November 2018, 6,872 civilians had been killed and 
10,768 wounded, the majority by Saudi Arabia-led coalition airstrikes, according to the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The actual 
civilian casualties are likely much higher. Thousands more have been displaced by the 
fighting and millions suffer from shortages of food and medical care.  

 
The Houthis have confiscated medical and food supplies from citizens preventing any 

from entering Taizz, (Yemen’s third largest city), as well as blocking humanitarian assistance 
to the city. In the region, the Houthis attempted to confiscate supplies and humanitarian aid 
from civilians and the Coalition imposed both naval and aerial blockade. The health system is 
collapsing due to the cholera outbreak and the lack of supplies. Aid workers and volunteers 
are kidnapped, killed, and unlawfully detained when they attempt to perform humanitarian 
operations and provide humanitarian assistance. Human rights violations and war crimes have 
caused living conditions to deteriorate, and civilians face severely entrenched discriminatory 
systems; attacks on health institutions restrict civilians from accessing humanitarian aid. “On 
August 15, 2016, a Saudi-led coalition airstrike hit a Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF)-supported hospital in Hajja, killing 19 people, and the fourth on an MSF facility. 
Following the strike, the organization pulled its staff out of six hospitals in northern Yemen.”. 
These events show that severe violations of human rights are being committed in Yemen by 
both parties. 
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Houthi forces, the Yemeni government, and the UAE and UAE-backed Yemeni 

forces have arbitrarily detained people, including children, abused detainees and held them in 
poor conditions, and forcibly disappeared people perceived to be political opponents or 
security threats. Yemeni human rights groups and lawyers have documented hundreds of 
cases of arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance. 

 
One cost of Yemen’s war has been the closing of space for civil society. Yemeni 

activists, journalists, lawyers, and rights defenders worry about arrest, harassment, targeted 
violence, and joining the list of Yemen’s “disappeared.” The risk is greatest when the target 
of criticism is a party to the conflict, who often retaliate. 

 

The UN considers Yemen to be the world’s largest humanitarian crisis, with 14 
million people at risk of starvation and repeated outbreaks of deadly diseases like cholera. 
This crisis is linked to the armed conflict. The Saudi-led coalition’s restrictions on imports 
have worsened the dire humanitarian situation. The coalition has delayed and diverted fuel 
tankers, closed critical ports, and stopped goods from entering Houthi-controlled seaports. 
Fuel needed to power generators to hospitals and pump water to homes has also been 
blocked. Houthi forces have blocked and confiscated food and medical supplies and denied 
access to populations in need. They have imposed onerous restrictions on aid workers and 
interfered with aid delivery. 
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The Yemeni government had signed an UN Action Plan to abolish the use of child 

soldiers, however, the action plan has not been implemented. In Yemeni law, 18 is the legal 
age for a person to legally for military service, yet many children are recruited by the Houthis 
to serve in the military. The use of child soldiers violates child rights as listed in the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which provides a comprehensive framework 
identifying the rights of a child inspiring domestic and international efforts to effectively 
implement measures ensuring children’s rights. Domestic and sexual violence is directed 
towards women, making them one of the most vulnerable populations in the region. There are 
no passed provisions or laws prohibiting discrimination based on gender or ensuring equality; 
neither is there a draft of child’s rights law ensuring the rights of the child. Moreover, forced 
marriage rates have increased as the Yemen conflict continues. 

 

International Laws: 

The Yemen conflict is classified as a non-international armed conflict according to 
Common Article 3 to the Geneva Convention of 1949. Parties, even non-state militant 
groups, are bound to the legal obligations and are responsible to comply with the minimum 
standards of the IHL. Those requirements are not reciprocal, meaning that parties must abide 
by the requirements regardless of whether the opposing side respects it. The IHL protects 
civilians and those who do not take part in the fighting are immune and distinguished, in 
other words, parties are required to take all feasible precautions to avoid or minimize harm to 
civilians. Moreover, there are restrictions on the weapons and tactics prohibiting all means 
that fails to discriminate between civilians and those fighting, causes unnecessary suffering, 
and generates severe environmental damage. Therefore, the IHL had banned the use of 
numerous weapons such as chemical weapons, biological weapons, or exploding bullets.  

Numerous war crimes and violations of the IHL have been identified in the conflict 
committed by both parties. Although both parties are legally obligated to protect its civilians 
and abide by the IHL provisions, they have been using imprecise weaponry targeted at 
heavily populated civilian areas such as schools, neighborhoods, and hospitals. Amnesty 
International has documented 36 airstrikes led by the Saudi led coalition against 6 different 
governments violating the IHL, and seemingly killing more than 513 civilians and injuring 
more than 379 civilians. Moreover, cluster munitions that are being banned internationally 
have been used in the war, the Human Rights Watch (HRW) have documented and identified 
six types of air-dropped and ground-launched cluster munitions in multiple locations in 
Yemen, including those produced in the US and Brazil. UN Human Rights experts have been 
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releasing reports claiming that war crimes have been committed by all parties involved in the 
conflict. The experts revealed that they have found evidence indicating arbitrary detention 
adopting punitive measures that cause unnecessary suffering and ill-treatment to its prisoners. 
All of those attacks severely violate the core principles of the IHL, which is to protect those 
who do not take part in the fighting. There is little to no evidence of any attempt to minimize 
harm to civilians or of taking any feasible precautions to reduce casualty. 

 

Major Parties Involved: 

Houthi — Founded in the 1990s by Hussein Badreddin al-Houthi, the Houthi movement 
after Saleh resigned attempted to establish a new and stable government in Yemen. 
Nonetheless, in 2015, they allied with the former President Saleh, to overthrow the new 
president, Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi. With the sogan “God is great, death to America, death 
to Israel, curse on the Jews, victory to Islam,” the Houthis stated no goverance goals for 
Yemen. After Saleh’s assasination, the structure of the leadership collapsed causing 
infighting among Houthi leaders. The Houthis are backed by Iran and Hezbollah, which have 
increased their provision of military training, supplies, and funds to the Houthis. 

Saudi Arabia — Saudi Arabia has been continuously supporting the Hadi government over 
the course of the conflict; launching international coalitions and airstrikes against the 
Houthis. They have bombed civilians and been allegedly accused of committing war crimes 
in the region; using its power in the UNHRC to keep it from committing investigations. 
According to the Huffington Post, the coalition led by Saudi Arabia had caused the 
devastating political and humanitarian crisis in Yemen. A report released by the OHCHR 
accused the Saudi led coalition of causing the most direct civilian deaths and casualties, and 
they have committed an act that is determined by courts of law to have violated international 
law amounting to war crimes. The coalition has imposed severe naval and aerial restrictions 
constituting a violation of the proportionality rule of the IHL; they have been disregarding 
international human rights laws. 

United States of America — The US holds a unique stance in the conflict, as they are 
backing their ally, Saudi Arabia, by preventing decisive actions to be executed by the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) that would threaten Saudi Arabia’s stance in the situation. 
They are accused of funding terrorism in Yemen and committing numerous war crimes. 
Saudi Arabia has been continuously using US-made cluster munitions that are banned by the 
IHL in Yemeni cities and civilian populated areas. However, the Pentagon has been denying 
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that Washington seeks a role in the conflict. According to The Atlantic, the Trump 
administration attempts to intensify efforts aimed to counter Al-Qaeda, a terrorist 
organization active in the Arabian Peninsula, and the Houthi maritime threats. President 
Obama justifies US involvement in the war by citing the Authorisation for Use of Military 
Force (AUMF), which is an act passed by congress that authorizes the use of force against 
any associates of the September 11 attack. This gave the president the power to use force 
against Al-Qaeda and other militant groups. However, the US has not enacted any specific 
legislation authorizing the use of force in Yemen as according to the Politico.  

Iran — Iran has been supporting the Houthis since the beginning of the conflict. According 
to the Heritage Foundation, Iran seeks to undermine Saudi influence in the Middle East 
through the support of Houthis, symbolizing a much larger conflict between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran struggling to obtain hegemony and dominance within the region. However, a panel of 
UN experts affirms that there is no definite evidence of Iran providing material support to the 
Houthis (in a report released by the London School of Economics). Iran plays a significant 
role in the conflict, however there is no proof that they are involved in a proxy war against 
the Saudis or seeking to undermine Saudi influence in the region. It will be impossible to end 
the war if Iran maintains its position to support the Houthis. 

 
Past UN Actions: 
 

● Resolution 2402, The situation in the Middle East, 26 February 2018, 
S/RES/2402—This resolution renewed sanctions and the travel ban, as well as, 
reaffirmed the arms embargo, calling upon Yemen to comply with international laws 
and human rights laws. 

● Resolution 2452, 16 January 2019, S/RES/2452—This resolution is passed to 
establish a UN mission to support the Hodeidah Agreement (UNMHA). 

● Resolution 2456 , 26 February 2019, S/RES/2456—This is the latest resolution passed 
to renew the travel bans, arms embargo, and frozen assets calling for Yemen to 
comply with international standards of human rights and international laws. 

● Resolution 2481, 15 July 2019, S/RES/2481—This resolution is passed in order to 
renew the mandate for the mission supporting the Hodeidah Agreement passed in 
January 2019. 
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Past International Actions: 
 

Although there were a number of attempts to settle peace talks, negotiations, treaties, 
and several resolutions created, many of them were unsuccessful, particularly the UN 
sponsored talks. The Atlantic Council states that the two previous draft resolutions 
established as UN independent international investigation commissions into the possible 
Yemen war crimes are unsuccessful. These talks are failing since both Saudi Arabia and Iran 
refuse to withdraw from the region. As mentioned, they are fighting a proxy war in the 
region, so neither Saudi Arabia nor Iran want to give up their power in the region. Saudi 
Arabia had been preventing the UN taking decisive actions to resolve the issue. Even though 
Saudi Arabia is not a member of the UNSC, they are able to use their allies, UK and US to 
prevent decisive actions from being taken as to threatening to pull out hundreds of millions of 
dollars in assistance to the UN. Moreover, Saudi Arabia holds a position in the UNHRC, 
which is supposed to provide them with an opportunity to promote and protect human rights. 
However, the country has repeatedly used its position in the UNHRC to prevent UNHRC 
special procedures and arrest citizens who have spoken in the committee. The US and UK 
have strong ties with Saudi Arabia. They view the Saudis as a partner in the Middle East to 
counter extremism and terrorism, and are dependent on the oil Saudi Arabia produces, 
Therefore, much of the previous attempts and solutions have not been successful.  

 
 

Possible Solutions: 
 

1. Settle for a peace negotiation treaty involving all parties with a neutral third-party 
mediators to prevent the conflict from escalating. Peace negotiations could be 
beneficial if they include an agenda addressing topics such as the sale of arms to 
Yemen, ending blockades, preventing war crimes, and human rights abuses. 

2. Call for a humanitarian intervention against the civil war to rescue those citizens who 
are stuck within the country and to solve the humanitarian crisis. As the conditions 
within Yemen worsens, it would be reasonable to call for the intervention under the 
Responsible to Protect (R2P) protocol to ease the situation. Also, humanitarian 
assistance can also further alleviate the situation for the citizen, allowing them to 
access the resources they need and medical supplies needed to solve the cholera crisis 
within the country 

3. Come up with incentives to drive the coalition and Saudi Arabia out of the issue, 
effectively ending the blockade. Ending the blockade in Yemen would mean that 
civilians would be able to receive humanitarian aid, and this would alleviate much of 
the human suffering in the region. Preventing nations selling weapons to Yemen can 
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work, however, it should be noted that the parties could just buy weapons from other 
sources. 

 
 
Questions That Must Be Answered: 

 
1. How can humanitarian aid be restored in Yemen with the accompaniment with the 

appropriate UN bodies? 
2. How can the proxy war in Yemen be dissolved in Yemen between Saudi Arabia and 

Iran in a respectful and peaceful manner? 
3. How can a peace talk be held effectively while respecting all parties involved in the 

conflict, and what are the essential elements must be discussed in a peace talk in order 
to ensure human rights and prevent war crimes? 

4. Identify all the active terrorist organisations active in Yemen, and how can the issue 
of terrorism and extremism being resolved in Yemen domestically and 
internationally? 
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Secondary Topic: “ The question of the Libyan Civil War and the recent rise 

in tensions between the Tobruk and the Tripoli-led Government following 
foreign intervention. 

Eg: Turkey, Russia, UAE” 
 
 
Introduction: 

 
The Second Libyan Civil War is an ongoing civil conflict currently happening in 

Libya between rival factions fighting for power and domestic controls of the country. In 
October 2011, Libya’s long time ruler Muammar Gaddafi was overthrown ending his 42 
years’ rule of Libya. After the death of Gaddafi, less than a year later, Libyans elected the 
General National Congress (GNC) . It was entrusted with the responsibility of establishing a 
new constitution in 18 months, but it failed to meet the deadline. So soon, the country 
descended into chaos again. Initially the Libyan revolution resulted in the distribution of 
armaments widely throughout the country as militias raided military depots. Afterwards, 
these self-selected militias all received continuing cash payments from the state as 
revolutionary movements. Before diving into the situation that we have today we will look 
upon the background of these havoc.  
 
 
Background History: 
 
Sparked by the 2010 Tunisian revolution, the Arab Spring was a series of violent incidents 
which spread throughout the Arab world in the form of demonstrations, riots, civil wars and 
coups d’etat. These events were a form of dissatisfaction with regimes of authoritarian 
leaders, failure of human rights pro, corruption, autocratic governments and other failures on 
the part of the respective governments. Riots in Libya had already been going on since Arab 
Springs were happening. In the series of unrest in 2011,armed militia groups were formed by 
anti-Gaddafi. Gaddafi’s army responded by opening fire at protesters on the streets of 
Benghazi. This act of violence caused several politicians and main officials of the 
government to defect to the side of the protestors. In early 2011, a handful of Libya had fallen 
into the hands of rebel forces, such as the National Transitional Council (NTC). The UNSC 
was swift to establish a no-fly zone over Libya, and by September 2011, the NTC was 
recognised as the lawful government of Libya by the UN. 
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Current Situations: 
 

In June 2014, another election was held once again, this time the people voted to 
replace the GNC with the House of Representatives (HOR), but the elections were marred by 
violence and resulted in a low turnout. GNC then disputed the result and extend its power, 
forcing the HOR to move to the eastern city of Tobruk making alliance with Gaddafi’s 
former general, Khalifa Haftar that controls the Libyan National Army (LNA) that gains 
popularity from Operation Dignity.The ousted GNC form a new General National Congress 
later formed an alternative Libyan government, The National Salvation Government (GNS) 
consisting mostly members from the Muslim Brotherhood’s Libyan faction. At the end of 
2014, all of these militant groups were engaged in combat with each other aiming for power 
over Libya.  
 

The United Nations in December 2015 facilitate peace talks between two sets of 
government and militias, that leads to the creation of the Presidential Council, the High 
Council of State, and the Government of National Accord (GNA), which GNA holds the 
executive power while legislative power remained with the HOR. However there was still 
dissatisfaction from members in both factions who opposed the formation of such a 
government.  
 

With three seemingly parallel governments operating in the country, there are several 
other smaller forces of power spread all over Libya, each one objecting to the legitimacy of 
others. Extremist groups such as ISIL and smaller militant groups engaged in a war against 
each other with the penultimate goal is to expand their influence into the country. Libya has 
become the place of warring ideologies, starting to Islamist extremist to the staunchly 
anti-Islamic. To complete the cherry on top of this complexity, neighboring countries have a 
proxy war with one another backing different extremist groups by providing fundings. 

 
According to the United Nations 400.000 Libyans have fled the country while over 

2.000 more have died in combat. Citizens have lost access to basic necessities such as water 
and electricity, ever since the civil war occurred in Libya. Militias with the situations right 
now, are able to roam free around the countries slaughtering, raiding, and pillaging Libyan 
citizens and their households. Furthermore, ISIL and it’s associated groups have committed 
many human rights violations by means of execution and abduction. As asylum seekers from 
Libya and neighbouring countries make their way to Europe in an effort to flee from 
violence, they are often forced into hard labour after being smuggled out by human traffickers 
that posing as UN staff. Militant groups hold thousands of citizens and foreigners in illegal 
detention, where their basic human rights are neglected and they lack access to a fair trial. 
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Past Resolutions: 
 

● Resolution 1973, 17 March 2011,  S/RES/1973, this resolution contains measures 
such as the use of military forces, protection of civilians, the creation of no-fly zone, 
an asset freeze, and arms embargo. NATO also involves themselves with their own 
“the Operation Unified Protector”. 

● Resolution 2016, 27 October 2011, S/RES/2016(2011), this resolution goal was to end 
all external military operations in Libya in the aftermath of Gaddafi’s death and 
Libya’s subsequent liberation from his forces. The resolution came into force despite 
requests from Libya’s National Transitional Council (NTC) for NATO to continue its 
military operations. 

● Resolution 2323, 13 December 2016, S/RES/2323, This resolution were the extension 
to provide protection to the legitimate institutions by means of humanitarian support, 
continue to oversee the peace deals such as negotiation, conciliation, and mediation 
by means of maintaining and implementing the Libyan Political Agreements, and 
continue to support Libya’s transition into a permanent, stable government. 

 
 
Possible Solutions: 
 

1. Conduct another Humanitarian and Military Intervention—Seeing the fact that 
ISIL is on the rise and considered as one of the biggest threats for Libyans and 
international society in general, protection of the people itself must be the top priority. 
Military and Humanitarian intervention must be considered, however the action itself 
should be based on the principles of just war and Responsibility to Protect. 
Furthermore, delegates must also consider the effect and necessity of the intervention 
itself.  

2. Cooperation with factions—Factions in Libya even though they have different goals 
and approaches, they are inherently wanting Libya under their control and want to 
prevent Libya itself from being non-existent. They have an inherent interest to fight 
over terrorists and maintain their lands. Being natives, also gives them advantages on 
strategizing before doing certain actions. However, this approach is very risky since it 
will affect the dynamic of the civil war itself, and in a worst case scenario the goals to 
unite Libya may be hard to achieve. Delegates should consider the dilemma from 
aspects such as military efficacy, moral and ethics from such a decision, and 
sustainability of said solution. 

3. Negotiation to ceasefire and establishment of safe zones—During a ceasefire, 
humanitarian aid could reach the civilians without any hindrance. Having more 
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ceasefire and establishing safe zones can be a decent short-term action to provide 
momentary peace. Having a ceasefire and safe zones will give rooms for a better 
negotiation and reconciliation to take place. Delegates must be able to look for 
loopholes in previous negotiation attempts and provide better mechanisms and terms 
to move the agreement forward. 

 
 
Questions that Must be Answered: 
 

1. What can be done by the UNSC to bring all of these groups to the negotiation table? 
How should one deal with factions who are unwilling to negotiate? 

2. What are the steps that can be done by the UNSC for peaceful dissolution of the other 
parties? How far the UN shall interfere on terms to solve this problem? 

3. How can Libya’s legally recognized by UN government be given more support by the 
international community? 

4. What short term action that should be taken to curb the influence of ISlL and assist 
vulnerable people on the ground? 
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