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Primary Topic: The question of LGBTQ+ rights in conservative states, 

particularly in the Middle East.  

 

INTRODUCTION TO: UN WOMEN 

UN Women is the UN entity dedicated to gender equality and the empowerment of women. 

Gender inequality is pervasive, with women lacking access to decent employment and facing 

gender wage gaps. All around the world women and girls are routinely denied access to 

education and healthcare; they are under-represented in economic and political decision-making 

and suffer from violence and discrimination. A global champion for women and girls, UN 

Women was established to accelerate progress on meeting their needs worldwide. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PRIMARY TOPIC 

The primary topics to be discussed in the UN Women Committee are: 

1. The provision of LGBTQ+ individuals with the basic human rights, acceptance, and 

recognition from conservative and/or religious driven society 

2. The elimination of prejudice and homophobia among sexual minorities from 

conservative and/or religious driven society.  

Despite focusing primarily on the rights of women around the world, UN Women is still 

responsible for addressing the issue regarding the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals around the 

globe as a pervasive issue since it circles the philosophy of gender. LGBTQ+ individuals lack the 

recognition and acceptance from the public which can lead to the exploitation of violence, 

discrimination, and denied access to education and health-care. Being in gender minorities, most 

government legislation failed to take their rights and existence into consideration, resulting in the 

underrepresentation of such marginalized groups in society. These limitations violate the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights which includes the right to life and liberty, freedom 

from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, 

and many more.  
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Map showing the overview of LGBTQ+ acceptance and recognition across the globe ranging from full recognition 

to criminalization. 

 

PAST ACTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS  

 

Pass Actions of UN Women 

Breaking the silence 

Break The Silence – calls our attention to these inequalities across the world and asks us to speak 

out together against the discrimination, restrictions on basic freedoms, and hate that LGBTQI+ 

people face in the current context and beyond. This campaign advocate for ending the stigma, 

phobia, and discrimination that LGBTIQ+ people experience in many societies. It is essential to 

ensure that LGBTIQ+ people can live full and open lives within strong families and communities 

where their rights are fully protected and access to services guaranteed. 

 

2 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/5/statement-un-women-international-day-against-homophobia-transphobia-and-biphobia
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Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Lesbians, Bisexual Women, Transgender and 

Intersex Persons (Research Paper Collaboration) 

This paper highlights the unique discriminations and exclusions lesbians, bisexual women, 

transgender, and intersex persons (LBTI) face as well as the challenging issue that gender and 

sexual diversity remain.  

 

Resolution of October 2, 2014 - A/HRC/RES/27/32 

Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity. Driven by the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action calls upon for recognition 

of the rights of sexual minorities as basic human rights and fundamental freedom. Furthermore, 

deplore all forms of violence, discrimination, and prejudice towards sexual minorities. As the 

topic of sexual minorities (LGBTQ+) are not accepted or tolerated by some of the member states, 

the resolution urges all nations to refer to the international human rights law and standards to 

treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner but bearing in mind the nation’s existing 

political, historical, cultural, and religious backgrounds and values.  

 

Resolution of July 15, 2016 - A/HRC/RES/32/2 

Protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 

This is one of the most recent resolutions that emphasizes the protection of sexual minorities 

individuals to hate crimes and discrimination based on sexual orientation. Driven by the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, aims to provide sexual minorities with fair treatment, 

and urge all member states to recognize their rights as individuals excluding their sex or gender. 

Despite this, the resolution still aware of the state of current affairs relating to nations with strong 

religious or cultural values against homosexuality and LGBTQ+ individuals. The resolution 

insists on appointing Independent Experts in ensuring and protecting the rights of sexual 

minorities individuals in all member states to assess the state of current affairs in overcoming the 

prejudice, and to make aware of such pervasive issues. Finally, the resolution encourages all 

member states to work together alongside the Independent Experts in reinforcing policy, 

implications, and recommendations towards each nation’s sexual minority groups. 
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https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2016/05/promoting-and-protecting-the-rights-of-lgbti
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2016/05/promoting-and-protecting-the-rights-of-lgbti
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/177/32/PDF/G1417732.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/154/15/PDF/G1615415.pdf?OpenElement
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BACKGROUND OVERVIEW ON LGBTQ+, ISLAM, AND CONSERVATIVE BELIEVES 

Homophobia is a term that describes a range of hostility and negativity toward LGBT individuals 

that can be expressed in a form of discrimination, violence, and social rejection. Homophobia is 

also related to the term heterosexism which is used analogously to sexism to subordinate 

homosexuality to heterosexuality. These elements of homophobia imposed shame that can lead 

to secrecy towards one’s gender identity due to the fear of being persecuted.  Subliminal 

homophobia that most LGBTQ+ individuals experienced may include but are not limited to 

bullying, family rejection, homelessness, and conversion therapy. The vulnerability and 

sensitivity of one’s gender identity from an unaccepted and prejudice based society on LGBTQ+ 

individuals explain why LGBTQ+ individuals are more prone to be subjected to physical abuse, 

violence, and discrimination due to the unconformity towards traditional gender norms 

 

From the theological perspective, homosexuality in both men and women violates the religious 

fundamentalism in which classifies such activity as a temptation or unnatural behavior. The 

disapproval of homosexuality is explicitly mentioned in various religious manuscripts such as 

but are not limited to Qu’ran (Islam), The Bible (Christianity), Tanakh (Judaism), etc. Some 

religions characterize such elements as a deviation from gender roles where it conflicts with the 

biological sex.  

 

A traditional reading of the Qur’an can lead to the condemnation of same-sex relationships and 

same-sex marriage. However, because there is no central governing authority, community, 

individuals are free to make their own choices regarding this issue. Therefore, some Islamic 

states are more lenient about their constitutions regarding the act of homosexuality than those 

who opposed it. This may range from the legalization of homosexuality to the death sentence of 

homosexuality. In some countries, homosexuality between two women is recognized while 

homosexuality between men is illegal.  
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Especially in the middle eastern region where the political philosophy and beliefs are generally 

driven by Islamic values, many LGBTQ+ individuals faced backlash and consequences in their 

rights and recognition. These consequences may include but are not limited to criminalization, 

imprisonment, and the death penalty. Additionally, since most of the middle eastern region is 

governed by the ‘Islamic Revivalism (Islamic Fundamentalism)’ ideology which heavily focus 

on the literal and originalist interpretation of the Qur’an, they seek to eliminate every 

‘non-Islamic’ element in every part of their lives, this includes the condemnation of sexual 

minorities and homosexuality.  

 

Islamic fundamentalism's push for sharia and an Islamic state has come into conflict with 

conceptions of the secular, democratic state, such as the internationally supported Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. These disputed human rights are:  

- Freedom from the religious police 

- Equality issues between men and women 

- Separation of religion and state 

- Freedom of speech 

- Freedom of religion 

 

State Of Current Affairs 

Given the topic of LGBTQ+ rights and protection is considered controversial to some 

member states, it will be quite challenging for the religious and liberal countries to find a middle 

ground between each other’s polarized ideology. Though some developing countries have been 

seen shifting and abolishing anti-gay policy and enacting the protection against hate crimes to a 

more positive outlook, many religious and conservative states such as the middle eastern region 

still hold their grounds in opposing the existence of homosexuality in their society. Despite the 

positive trend of LGBTQ+ acceptance around the globe, many LGBTQ+ individuals still 

experience subliminal homophobia and language slurs, including those who live in an 

unwelcoming environment.  

 

5 



6 

With that being said, governments and policymakers should reframe the violence, 

discrimination, and the unequal treatment of LGBTQ+ individuals as violating the basic human 

rights according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Despite this, the religious and 

historical backgrounds of a particular nation should also be considered as some values might go 

against the nation’s ideology. However, ignoring the existence of such marginalized groups and 

exploiting them with unequal treatment and unfair justice goes against the international human 

rights law and standards.  

 

Relevant Nations:  

 
Map showing attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community from criminalization to constitutional protection. 

 

Middle East 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender citizens generally have limited or highly restrictive rights 

in most parts of the Middle East and are open to hostility in others. Sex between men is illegal in 

10 of the 18 countries that make up the region. It is punishable by death in six of these 18 
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countries. The rights and freedoms of LGBTQ+ citizens are strongly influenced by the prevailing 

cultural traditions and religious mores of people living in the region – particularly Islam. 

 

Asia and the Pacific  

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBTQ+) rights in Asia are limited in comparison to 

many other areas of the world. Same-sex sexual activity is outlawed in at least twenty Asian 

countries. While at least eight countries have enacted protections for LGBTQ+ people, only 

Israel and Taiwan provide a wider range of LGBTQ+ rights – including same-sex relationship 

recognition. While some countries do not have the law protecting the LGBTQ+ group, many of 

the Asian countries have tolerance toward the LGBTQ+ community, but not necessarily 

acceptance and legal recognition. 

 

Europe  

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBTQ+) rights are widely diverse in Europe per 

country. Sixteen out of the 28 countries that have legalized same-sex marriage worldwide are 

situated in Europe. A further thirteen European countries have legalized civil unions or other 

forms of more limited recognition for same-sex couples. Generally, the protection of LGBTQ+ 

individuals exists among the European Union Nations. Countries outside of the EU have varying 

degrees of recognition of the LGBTQ+ community.  

 

Americas 

LGBTQ+ rights in the Americas are fairly positive with the majority of the country having some 

kind of protection towards the community. However, these nine countries still do not protect the 

LGBTQ+ community. These nine countries are Jamaica, Dominica, Barbados, Saint Lucia, 

Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and 

Guyana, the last of which is on mainland South America and the rest of which are Caribbean 

islands. Such attitudes are mostly driven by Christian beliefs.  
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Africa  

Except for South Africa and Cape Verde, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBTQ+) 

rights in Africa are limited in comparison to Western Europe and much of the Americas and 

Oceania. Out of the 54 states recognized by the United Nations and/or African Union, the 

International Gay and Lesbian Association stated that in 2015, homosexuality is outlawed in 34 

African countries, legal in 22 African countries, and has legal protection in 8 African countries. 

Countries whose homosexuality is outlawed are primarily driven by religious values including 

Islam and Christianity.  

 

QARMAs (Questions A Resolution Must Answer) 

1. What is the current situation on LGBTQ+ rights and protection around the world? 

2. How to incorporate and integrate the awareness of religious beliefs and values into the 

resolution so that it does not violate the country’s ideology while advocating for 

providing LGBTQ+ individuals with respect and protection from both the public and the 

government? 

3. Does the resolution have taken into account the different attitudes and circumstances 

based on religion and other faiths regarding the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals across 

multiple perspectives? 

4. How should LGBTQ+ be represented or reframed in a manner that all members of The 

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women Committee 

are aware of such pervasive issues.  

5. What should be done to the international laws or policy towards the protection of the 

LGBTQ+ communities and individuals? Advocate or Reject?  

6.  

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Important vocabulary that will be frequently used during the debate.  
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LGBTQ+ 

LGBTQ+ is an initialism that stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer. LGBTQ+ 

is an umbrella term used to refer to anyone who is non-heterosexual or non-cisgender, gender 

non-binary, or asexual, including those who identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender, 

or Gender Queer.  

 

Homophobia 

Homophobia is a term that describes a range of hostility and negativity toward LGBT individuals 

that can be expressed in a form of discrimination, violence, and social rejection. Homophobia is 

also related to the term heterosexism which is used analogously to sexism to subordinate 

homosexuality to heterosexuality. 

 

Middle East 

The Middle East refers to a region in the Asian continent that lies between the connection of 

three continents, Africa, Asia, and Europe. The Middle East can also be referred to as the central 

region of Afro-Eurasia.  

 

Islam 

Islam is an Abrahamic monotheistic religion teaching that there is only one God and that 

Muhammad is a messenger of God. It is the world's second-largest religion with 1.9 billion 

followers or 24.5% of the world's population, known as Muslims. 

 

Faiths 

Faith, derived from Latin “fides” and Old French “feid”, is confidence or trust in a person, thing, 

or concept. In the context of religion, one can define faith as "belief in God or the doctrines or 

teachings of religion". 

 

Constitutional Protection 

The basic protection granted by the country’s government.  
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Basic Human Rights 

Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of 

opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. Everyone is entitled to 

these rights, without discrimination. 

 

Criminalization 

Criminalization or criminalization, in criminology, is "the process by which behaviors and 

individuals are transformed into crime and criminals". Previously legal acts may be transformed 

into crimes by legislation or judicial decision.  
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