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Primary Topic: The question of whether the development of ballistic missile 

defenses will undermine current weapons deterrents and escalate ballistic missile 

proliferation.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

According to the United Nations, the UNSC has “primary responsibility for the maintenance of 

international peace and security.” With fifteen members, the UNSC has five permanent member 

states consisting of the United States of America, the French Republic, United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Island, the Russian Federation, and the People’s Republic of China. The 

UNSC “takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression.”  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PRIMARY TOPIC 

The primary topic of the UNSC is:  

The question of whether the development of ballistic missile defenses will undermine 

current weapons deterrents and escalate ballistic missile proliferation.  

The ever-expanding advancement of weapons technology in the twenty-first century has 

drastically transformed the spectrum of armed organizational military systems. Specifically, 

Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) technology has become the mainstream priority and 

objective of military organizations. With this in mind, measures to counter potential missile 

attacks have also been heavily designated with great significance.  

Currently, the United States of America is at the forefront of Ballistic Missile Defense (BDM) 

systems. With fear of potential missile threats from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

and the Islamic Republic of Iran, the United States of America has pushed the agenda of 

implementing its own missile defense systems into Asia. This reduces the missile supremacy that 

the People’s Republic of China holds in Asia, and thus raises disagreements between nations on 

the validity of the United States of America’s implementation of BMD systems in Asia. Major 

contention areas concerning ballistic missile development and defenses systems are clustered in 
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the Asian theater. Major regions of conflict and controversy include the Pacific region with 

China, North Korea, and South Korea as well as American Pacific forces. The Middle East, 

specifically Israel and Iran, also constitute a region requiring further regulation and observance. 

The South Asian region of India and Pakistan also demands resolutions to its conflicts. European 

powers of Russia, France, and the United Kingdom are also major stakeholders in the global 

increase in missile development. The specific information behind the related countries is further 

presented in the State of Current Affairs section below.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

PAST ACTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS  

 

Past Actions of the United Nations Security Council. 

 

Resolution of 1540 (2004) of the United Nations Security Council 

Resolution of 2397 (2017) of the United Nations Security Council  

Resolution of 1695 (2006) of the United Nations Security Council  

Resolution of 1929 (2010) of the United Nations Security Council 

Resolution of 63/55 (2008) of the United Nations General Assembly 

Resolution of 64/63 (2008) of the United Nations General Assembly 

Resolution of 60/62 (2005) of the United Nations General Assembly 

Resolution of 61/59 (2006) of the United Nations General Assembly 

 

The aforementioned resolutions calls for the prevention of the proliferation of ballistic missiles, 

expressing its support for the international efforts against the development and proliferation of 

all weapons of mass destruction.  
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*Useful sites are provided below in the works cited section* 

 

Other notable past international actions: 

 

Hague Code of Conduct (HCOC) 

Missile Technology Control Regime 

 

BACKGROUND OVERVIEW 

 

State Of Current Affairs 

 

Middle East 

 

The Middle East is a region heavy in its missile programs. According to the Center for Strategic 

and International Studies, Iran, Pakistan, and Israel constitute the majority of missile 

development in the region. Iranian missile programs have provided armed weapons for several 

proxy groups, such as Hezbollah and Yemen’s Houthi Rebels. Israel has not signed the Nuclear 

Non-proliferation Treaty and is not a member of the Missile Technology Control Regime. 

Pakistan, in opposition with India, has cooperated with China and North Korea to develop its 

program.  

 

Islamic Republic of Iran  

Iran’s Missile Program:  
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissilethreat.csis.org%2Fmissile-maps-infographics%2F&psig=AOvVaw0PwdYpAXCf7Z3YWcLT8aQn&ust=1602680936013000&

source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjy2vbRsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAQ 
 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan  

Pakistan’s Missile Program:  

 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissilethreat.csis.org%2Fcountry_tax%2Fpakistan%2F&psig=AOvVaw0PwdYpAXCf7Z3YWcLT8aQn&ust=1602680936013000&so

urce=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjy2vbRsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAc 
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https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile-maps-infographics/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile-maps-infographics/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country_tax/pakistan/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country_tax/pakistan/


5 

State of Israel  

Israel’s Missile Program:  

 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissilethreat.csis.org%2Fcountry_tax%2Fisrael%2F&psig=AOvVaw0PwdYpAXCf7Z3YWcLT8aQn&ust=1602680936013000&sour

ce=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjy2vbRsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAh 

 

Asia and the Pacific  

According to the Center for Strategic and International Studies, China dominates the 

Asia-Pacific theater with its missile program. China’s systems have the capability to attack and 

oppose American forces and assets in the Pacific region. The North Korean missile program 

poses a great threat to American and South Korean security. To counter, South Korea’s missile 

program focuses on detecting and mutilating North Korean systems. India’s program has the 

priority of deterring potential Pakistani and Chinese attacks.  

 

People’s Republic of China  

China’s Missile Program:  
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissilethreat.csis.org%2Fcountry%2Fchina%2F&psig=AOvVaw2U9MNpf8UeFHugJrsvBRMS&ust=1602680803462000&source=im

ages&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCVh7PRsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ 

 

 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea  

North Korean Missile Program:  

 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmetro.co.uk%2F2017%2F09%2F15%2Fnorth-korea-missile-range-maps-2017-where-can-kim-jong-un-reach-6930548%2F&psig=AO

vVaw0PwdYpAXCf7Z3YWcLT8aQn&ust=1602680936013000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjy2vbRsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAW 

 

Republic of Korea  
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https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/china/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/china/
https://metro.co.uk/2017/09/15/north-korea-missile-range-maps-2017-where-can-kim-jong-un-reach-6930548/
https://metro.co.uk/2017/09/15/north-korea-missile-range-maps-2017-where-can-kim-jong-un-reach-6930548/
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South Korean Missile Program:  

 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissilethreat.csis.org%2Fcountry_tax%2Fsouth-korea%2F&psig=AOvVaw0PwdYpAXCf7Z3YWcLT8aQn&ust=1602680936013000

&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjy2vbRsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAm 

 

Republic of India  

Indian Missile Program:  

 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissilethreat.csis.org%2Fcountry%2Findia%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vnc-t_vvxYo5rzE1OWyLL&ust=1602681956405000&source=imag

es&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjIk9vVsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ 

 

Europe  
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The major European power in the Asian theater is Russia. With its highly developed missiles 

program, Russia not only expands its own arsenal, but also cooperates with other nations in 

missiles development. France also possesses a large-scale arsenal of ballistic and cruise missile 

systems. France claims to hold on to its nuclear program as a deterrent to foreign threats. The 

United Kingdom also possesses a strong missile weapons program that maintains advanced sea 

and air-based precision guided missiles.  

 

Russian Federation 

Russian Missile Program:  

 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissilethreat.csis.org%2Fmissile-maps-infographics%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vnc-t_vvxYo5rzE1OWyLL&ust=1602681956405000&sour

ce=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjIk9vVsewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD 

 

Americas 

The American Ballistic Missile Defense program has a major presence around the world. 

According to the Center for Strategic and International Studies,the United States of America 

possesses several different defense systems that are implemented throughout different regions. 

The Ground-based Midcourse Defense (GMD) system defends the American homeland. The 

Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense system is a sea-based BMD system. The United States deploys 

Aegis ships around the world. Japan currently cooperates with America in implementing such 

systems in the region. The Patriot is the American army’s primary air and missile defense 
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system. In Asia, it is currently located in Japan, South Korea, UAE, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, 

Bahrain, and Qatar. Terminal High Altitude Defense (THAAD) is a defense system that targets 

missiles outside the atmosphere. In Asia, the UAE, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia have already or plan 

to implement THAAD systems.  

 

United States of America  

American Missile Defense Systems:  

 

 

 

QARMAs (Questions A Resolution May Answer) 

1.  How will different variations of missile defense systems be determined in the process of 

regulation?  

2.  To what extent is the implementation of foreign missile defense systems considered 

hostile (or not hostile) to the Asian theater?  
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3.  Will procedures and operations implemented (or not implemented) on American missile 

defense systems be equally implemented on missile defense systems of other 

non-American states? 

 

*As chairs of the UNSC committee, we are made fully aware of the ambiguity of the topic at 

hand and would therefore like not to limit, but rather suggest questions that the resolution may 

explore. 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Proliferation - rapid and often excessive spread or increase 

National Security - the protection of the nation and its people from attack and other 

external threats; the requirement to maintain the survival of the state through the use of 

economic power, diplomacy, power projection and political power. 

National Sovereignty - The supreme, absolute, and uncontrollable power by which an 

independent state is governed and from which all specific political powers are derived. 

The right and power of regulating its internal affairs without foreign interference.  

Missile Defense System - a system involved in the detection, tracking, interception, and 

destruction of attacking missiles.  

 

Works Cited 

Websites: 
● Center for Strategic and International Studies - Missiles  
● United Nations Security Council  

 
Resolutions or Research Papers: 
Past United Nations Security Council Resolutions categorized by year: 
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/resolutions-0 
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs 
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/missiles/ 
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